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Today’s hearing is the first in a series of oversight hearings to review
America’s progress in the fight against terrorism. Chairman Hatch and I
envision these hearings as a bipartisan effort to review the effectiveness of
our anti-terrorism laws; to evaluate the Administration’s proposals for
additional law enforcement authority; and to assess the impact of these
measures on Americans’ privacy and civil liberties.

I expect the Attorney General to participate in these hearings, and I am
disappointed that we will not be hearing from him today. Unlike other senior
Administration officials who regularly participate in oversight hearings,
Attorney General Ashcroft has appeared before this Committee only once this
year, and then only for a short time. This is a curious omission given his
recent acknowledgment, in a letter to me, that regular and vigorous
oversight by Congress provides an important assurance that investigations
are conducted in accordance with the law and the Constitution.

I understand that the Attorney General is a busy man, but he has found time
to travel the country to make other appearances, most specifically in leading
a nationwide public relations campaign attempting to blunt criticism of the
USA PATRIOT Act. Surely he can spare a few hours of his time for the Senate
and for this oversight Committee. I know that Members on both sides have
questions for him. When I chaired this Committee we made every effort to
accommodate his busy schedule, and I am confident that Senator Hatch
would do the same.

One of the focal points for this series of hearings will be the PATRIOT Act,
which Congress passed two years ago this month, in the wake of the 9/11
attacks. Since its passage, the PATRIOT Act has raised concerns with citizens
around the country and across the political spectrum. To date, anti-PATRIOT
resolutions have been passed by more than 190 communities in 34 states.
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